United Way of Pueblo County

Community Problem Solving Committee

History

The Community Problem Solving funds originated in 1988, after a request was written to El Pomar Foundation for $75,000.  El Pomar responded very generously with $250,000.  These dollars were to be utilized over a three year period and to meet the emergent need in Pueblo County for assistance with high prescription drug costs, the unavailability of services to address the issue of the homeless, and the specific assistance to meet the basic needs of the indigent (i.e. food, clothing, transportation, utilities, rent/mortgage).

As a result of the initial success of the program to provide critical needs, El Pomar awarded an additional $250,000 which was to be placed in an interest bearing account to further expand United Way’s community problem solving capacity.  The generated interest was then to be utilized to meet the issues stated above.

Application Requirements

CPS funding will cover a period not to exceed twelve months.  Therefore, proposals should reflect achievable objectives to be performed within the twelve-month funding period.  The CPS committee will review applications.  On-site visits and agency interviews will be conducted with applications.  Notification of actions on requests will be transmitted to applicants within thirty days after conferences.  Semi-annual financial and program requests will be required from grantees.

Eligibility Requirements

· Incorporation as a non-profit health or human service organization serving Pueblo County.

· By-laws clearly defining the agency’s purposes, functions, organizations and lines of authority.

· Tax exemption under Section 501© (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and State of Colorado.

· Applicant’s governing authority represents the community which it seeks to serve and has the responsibility to implement a program, be accountable for the dollars granted, and which meets regularly.

· Requirements of compliance of the Equal Employment Opportunity Act.

· Capacity to document program results and produce program audits.

· Management of the project for which grant funds are requested.

· Projects submitted must meet the following criteria:



- Respond to unmet needs or gaps in community services.

- Be budgeted for a maximum duration of one year.



- Operate within the confines of Pueblo County.

- The monies will be restricted to only direct assistance with no administrative or  overhead costs allowed.

